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October Church Services  St. Andrew's, Sandon  
Thursday 2

nd  
8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Boreham 

Sunday 5
th
  Trinity 16 10:00 am Family Service  

  11:15 am  AGM of Friends of Sandon Church 
Tuesday 7

th
   9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 8
th
   9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 9
th  

8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at St Mary’s Little Baddow 
Sunday 12

th
  Trinity 17 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 14

th
   9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 16
th  

8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at St. Mary’s Woodham Ferrers  
Sunday 19

th
  Trinity 18 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 21
st
   9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 22
nd

   9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Thursday 23

rd  
8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at All Saints East Hanningfield  
Sunday 26

th
  Trinity 19 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 28
th
   9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 30
th  

8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  
   at St Andrew’s Boreham 

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
  NO HIDDEN FEES - VERY COMPETITIVE 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Revd Jon Sermon Minister till end of October 601662 
 Pam Knott   471691 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors 
 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478275 
 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 David Pearson   david@pearson7.plus.com 471589 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

By the time you read this letter, I 

will have returned from my 

holiday in Italy. I have been to 

Rome before but the two places I 

have always wanted to visit are 

Florence and Assisi. Both were 

worth waiting to see, especially 

Assisi. The Franciscan 

monastery and the lower and 

upper church of St Francis were 

begun immediately after his 

canonisation in 1228, and 

completed in 1253. The lower 

church has frescoes by 

the artists Cimabue and 

Giotto; the upper 

church houses frescoes 

of scenes in the life of 

St. Francis previously 

ascribed to Giotto. The 

Basilica was badly 

damaged by an 

earthquake on 26 September 

1997, during which part of the 

vault collapsed, killing four 

people inside the church and 

carrying with it a fresco by 

Cimabue. The order was closed 

for two years for restoration. 

It so happens that the Feast of 

St Francis if Assisi falls in 

October. Saint Francis is one of 

the most "popular" of all the 

saints. He may be seen in 

gardens around the world. He is 

enshrined on bird baths and bird 

feeders. The prayer that we 

associate with him, "Lord, make 

me an instrument of your peace," 

is arguably one of the most 

popular prayers circulated. He is 

the patron saint of animal lovers, 

peace-makers, and ecologists. 

He is associated with cardinal 

works of mercy to the poor and 

marginalised. 

“Let every creature thankful be 

and serve you in great humility”  
Francis of Assisi 

Francis was also 

famous for his bodily 

austerities. He would 

throw ashes into his 

beans so that he 

couldn't enjoy them too 

much. He called his 

Body "Brother Ass" and 

was known to roll naked 

in thorns and snow to discipline 

his body. As he lay dying (while 

still a young man), he may have 

had an understanding that, 

again, he'd been foolish and 

hadn't “Got it Right.” He asked 

"Brother Ass" to forgive him, and 

perhaps realised that he'd 

squandered one of God's gifts by 

not being kinder to himself. 

So what are we to make of this 

famous saint? He has been 

called "the other Jesus" by 

some. He is revered and loved 

Perhaps 
abandoning the 
pride of self may 
be the way to 
begin to 

understand God. 
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universally, by Christians and 

non- Christians alike. 

Perhaps this is what Jesus is 

talking about when he suggests 

that the foolish and unlearned 

may know something that the 

wise and learned don't know. 

Perhaps certainty and Being 

Right are not what Jesus wants 

from our lives. 

Maybe Saint Francis shows us 

something completely different, 

something that looks more like 

perseverance in the face of 

uncertainty. 

Maybe the lesson we can learn 

from Saint Francis is the lesson 

that faithfulness is more valuable 

than Being Right; that humility 

and unknowing are a more 

appropriate response to God 

than certainty and knowledge. 

Perhaps abandoning the pride of 

self may be the way to begin to 

understand God. Or, in the 

words of Saint Francis' famous 

prayer, that it is in dying that we 

are born to eternal life. 

My prayers & blessing, 
Terry 

Why did God make 
mothers? 
Answers given by infant children 

to the following question: 

1. She's the only one who knows 

where the sellotape is. 

2. Mostly to clean the house. 

3. To help us out of there when 

we were getting born. 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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The First Ladies Breakfast 

Saturday 18
th
 October 

Ladies Breakfast  
Crown Public House  
8:30 am – 10 am 
This will be the first ladies 

breakfast and there will be a full 

English breakfast followed by a 

talk by Rev Caroline Brown. All 

ladies are invited to this event. 

You need to reserve your place 

by Monday 13
th
. 

Please book with Janet Terry on 

01245 472997. 

Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Pat Salmon would love to receive 

Silver paper in aid of the Guide 

Dogs. Ring 475007. 

Lexophilia 

This is a love of words. Here are 

some examples from various 

lexophiles. They are often based 

on homophones. 
No matter how much you push 

the envelope, it'll still be 

stationery.  
When fish are in schools, they 

sometimes take debate. 
A thief who stole a calendar got 

twelve months. 
The batteries were given out free 

of charge. 
A will is a dead giveaway. 
With her marriage, she got a 

new name and a dress. 
A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
When you've seen one shopping 

centre you've seen a mall. 
Police were summoned to a day-
care centre where a three-year-
old was resisting a rest. 
A bicycle can't stand alone; it's 

just two tired. 
When a clock is hungry it goes 

back four seconds. 
The guy who fell onto an 

upholstery machine is now fully 

recovered. 
He had a photographic memory 

which was never developed. 
When she saw her first strands 

of grey hair she thought she'd 

dye. 
Acupuncture is a jab well done. 

That's the point of it. 
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Friends of Sandon Church 

By the time you read this you will 

have received information about 

the Friends of Sandon Church. 

You may well have attended the 

Open Weekend 20
th
/21

st
 

September and joined the 

Friends or given a donation 

which entitles you to put your 

name on the parchment which is 

being buried in a time capsule in 

the Churchyard. 

On Sunday 5
th
 October there will 

be another opportunity to join the 

Friends and sign the parchment 

for the time capsule. 

Why not attend a special Family 

Service at 10 am and this will be 

followed by the First AGM of the 

Friends of Sandon Church. This 

meeting is open to everyone. 
Terry 

Family Party at Village Hall  
Saturday 11th October 
3 pm – 5 pm 
If your child goes to Beavers, 

Cubs, Brownies, Scouts, Tiny 

Tots, or you have had your child 

christened then this is your party. 

We have booked an entertainer 

who will not only get children 

involved but parents as well. If 

you have never spun a plate on 

a stick, then this is the party for 

you. There is no cost for this 

party but donations are 

welcome. Just turn up at the 

Village Hall for 3pm and have a 

fun afternoon. 

 
Why not come to our 
Quiz Night? 
Saturday 4

th
 October  

Sandon Village Hall 7:15 pm for 

7:30 pm prompt start.  
Tickets £6 per adult. Bring your 

own drinks and nibbles.  
Tables of 6 max.  
There will also be a Grand 

Raffle.  
Try to get your team together 

and think of a Team name and 

then buy your tickets from 

Christine 281305 or David 

471484.  
All are most welcome. 
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A Fun introduction  
to St Andrew's Church 

I saw Alison 

Read's invitation to 

participate in the 

Children's Fun day 

as a wonderful 

opportunity to get 

involved and meet 

members of the 

community. As 

someone new to 

Chelmsford this 

was not only my 

first introduction to 

the Church but to 

the picturesque 

village of Sandon. 

My initial nerves of 

not knowing 

anyone were 

quickly allayed by 

the warm welcome 

from the team and 

it was clear we had 

a fun packed 

morning ahead of 

us. 

The event was run 

for children and 

their families to 

allow them to take 

time out, to share, 

build, be creative 

and to give thanks 

for all we have and 

to learn from the 

journeys we travel. The journey 

was beautifully represented by 

the children dipping their feet in 

paint and marking 

out their footprint, 

an activity the 

children  

thoroughly 

enjoyed.  A couple 

of children really 

showed their 

creative flair by 

also adding in 

their hands!!   

There were varied 

activities for the 

children including 

badge making, 

clay crafting, book 

mark making, 

building armour 

and seed people.  

All activities 

represented 

elements of our 

journey in life  

such as the 

armour 

representing the 

protection we get 

from our faith and 

the seed people 

gave the children 

the chance to see 

the importance of 

laying the correct 

foundations. 

There was also a 
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quiet prayer corner 

for remembrance 

of special people 

where the children 

could write a 

prayer or name on 

a petal and then 

light a candle.  

The honesty of children brought 

real humour to the day 

particularly during the story 

telling session. It was the story of 

a man on his own 

journey , using his 

skills of making 

friends using only 

his faith, 

imagination and his 

stone. As the 

storyteller took the 

stone from his 

pocket one of the 

little boys 

announced defiantly that it 

wasn't a stone  but a piece of 

clay from one of the stalls. The 

little boy promptly 

took it off the 

storyteller and 

returned it to me 

as the stall holder. 

A wonderful 

moment which 

filled the room 

with laughter. 

There were refreshments 

throughout and the morning 

finished with a delicious picnic 

with home baked 

cakes.  

The team work of 

the children, 

parents and 

helpers showed 

how we can 

create something 

amazing by 

sharing, caring 

and loving each other. I felt 

privileged to be part of the day. 
Natalie Dodd 
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USPG and Project 452 

Richard Cecil reviews this series 

of events and subsequent 

developments. 

In September 2010, Rev Clive 

Ashley wrote in the Sandon 

Parish Magazine, “One Sunday 

evening in August when ten 

people of the parish were 

gathered in the choir stalls of 

Sandon Church for an evening 

Eucharist we heard Michael 

(Churchwarden) read to us a 

prescribed passage from the Old 

Testament. It was Isaiah chapter 

1 verse 1 and verses 10-20. 

“Well I found the words of the 

prophet very challenging 

especially as the news media is 

currently informing us of the 

devastating situation being 

experienced by the flood victims 

in Pakistan and the almost daily 

death toll of soldiers in 

Afghanistan. In the context of 

such news how could Isaiah, a 

prophet who lived and worked in 

Jerusalem during the latter part 

of the eighth century BC and 

who is so remote be relevant to 

you and me?” 

And so began a project to raise 

funds for development in 

Pakistan. Church members were 

asked to vote on some possible 

projects being sponsored by 

USPG and Project 452, an 

initiative towards an agricultural 

college in Faisalabad, was 

chosen. Individual donations 

were sought and received and a 

number of events were 

organised with this in mind. 

Perhaps the first event was a 

‘Big Curry Party’ in the Village 

Hall in April 2011. By then the 

Church Treasurer was reporting 

that £2150 had been received for 

Project 452. 

The following month Clive Ashley 

wrote, “Faisalabad is one of the 

most culturally and spiritually 

diverse cities in Pakistan. 

Agriculture is the main source of 

employment in the local 

community, with coconut 

plantations and vegetable 

cultivation providing a livelihood 

for most of the local population. 

Unfortunately, a large part of the 

community is living in poverty, 

and working in unhygienic 

conditions. Education is also 

scarce for many resulting in poor 

development and basic methods 

of cultivation that produce 

meagre crops and inconsistent 

harvests. Your donations will 

help us to cover the full costs of 

the Agricultural Development 

Project 452, including a direct 

grant to the partner church and 

the cost of monitoring the Project 
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and sharing regular news. Any 

money received over the Project 

target will be allocated to where 

the need is greatest. 

“In the last year, St Andrew's 

Church has raised, through 

donations and events, a good 

proportion of the £4650 needed. 

This month we hope to reach the 

target by holding a 'Big Curry 

Party' at The Crown. A two 

course dinner is being 

generously donated by Chef 

Mumin Ali (Royal Tiger 

Restaurant, Rettendon 

Common) and Eddie and Liz 

(The Crown) so that 100% of 

your donation will go to Project 

452 enabling us to claim 'gift aid' 

on your donation for attending 

the party. Seats are limited to 45 

seats in the restaurant and at 

this point we only have half the 

seats still available for a gift-
aided donation of £15.00 per 

person. Of course the bar will be 

open and Eddie, Liz and the staff 

will be pleased to serve you. I 

think we're in for a great night in 

Sandon and possibly the first of 

many 'Charity nights' at the 

Crown. If you can "get a wriggle 

on" you might be able to be part 

of a great village night and enjoy 

a great curry in support of 

developing agricultural 

opportunities in the flood 

devastated region of Pakistan 

helping them to help themselves. 

Also David Farrar wrote about 

the Sponsored Walk, “This year's 

charities are (1) the USPG 

Project 452, which is a Special 

Farming Project we are 

supporting in Pakistan and (2) 

your local church funds.” 

In June 2011 Clive Ashley 

added, “Thanks to all who 

contributed to the USPG Lent 

Appeal and made possible the 

‘Big Curry Party’ last month 

which raised £1172 (Gift Aid will 

be added to this figure) all of 

which will be sent to the 

Agricultural Development Project 

452.” 

So all went well and the following 

April the Treasurer reported 

raising a further £2,133 for 

Project 452. 

However when we asked how 

things were going we got very 

thin answers and when a 

representative from USPG rang I 

asked her about this but no reply 

was forthcoming. In the 

meantime USPG had a ‘facelift’ 

and became US with a website 

address www.weareus.org.uk. It 

felt as though this money had 

gone to a black hole. 



Sandon Parish Magazine October 2014 Page 12 

So earlier this year, when I 

received an invitation to US’s 

Annual Conference, I accepted 

with a view to finding out more. 

Initially my questions were rather 

cold shouldered but I sat down to 

lunch, resolving to say nothing 

more, but the 2 staff on the table 

were very welcoming and 

refreshingly honest about the 

metamorphosis the organisation 

had experienced. One of them 

then introduced me to Rev Tim 

Harford, new to the organisation, 

who heard me promised to look 

into my questions. This he has 

done with the following, “I can 

see from our records that we 

received gifts from St Andrew's 

in respect of 'Project 452' of 

£2,105 on 13 December 2010 

and £1,162 on 22 March 2011. 

Other gifts have been allocated 

to other purposes. 

For me that closes the circle and 

I hope this article helps that be 

the case for you too. I know 

there are some questions that 

could remain. I feel that Proverbs 

17:9 is helpful here. "Whoever 

would foster love covers over an 

offence, but whoever repeats the 

matter separates close friends." 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 
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Service of Remembrance  
for loved ones 
Sunday 2

nd
 November 3 pm 

Our Annual Service to remember 

our loved ones who have died. 

During this service loved ones 

names are read out and candles 

are lit in their memory. The 

service will last for an hour and it 

will be simple, quiet and 

peaceful . Please tell other 

members of your family, your 

friends and neighbours and 

invite them all to come along. 

There will be a cup of tea and 

cake following the service for 

those who wish to stay. If you 

plan to attend and would like any 

names read out, please either 

write the names in the special 

folder at the back of the church 

or contact me with names by 

email on tgabrown@hotmail.com 

before Sunday 27
th
 October. 

Remembrance Day Service 
 
Sunday 9

th
 November 10 am 

All the family are 

welcome as we 

remember those who 

have paid the ultimate 

sacrifice. This special 

service will be attended by our 

uniformed organisations. In this 

year of the centenary of World 

War 1 there will be part of the 

service to commemorate 1914, 

but we will also be looking at the 

wars of our time. At 11 am there 

will be a two minute silence. 

Please do all you can to attend 

this special service.  

Terry Brown 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions to 
magazine@sandon-church.info 
or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 
Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10

th
 of 

the preceding month please. 

Registers 

Burials Register 

We have commended into God’s 
care at his funeral: 
21

st
 August  Nigel Mills 

Weddings Register 

We congratulate on the occasion 

of their wedding: 
13

th
 September 

Thomas James Biney  
to Hollie Elizabeth Gray 

Howe Green URC 
We would like to invite you all to 

come to our 
HARVEST LUNCH 

on Saturday 4
th
 October from 

12:30 p.m. 
There will be soup, plus a 

ploughman's, plus apple pie or 

cake and coffee or tea. All for 

£5. Do contact Pam Knott on 

01245 471691 if you are 

interested. 
 

 
Some will already know that Rev 

Jon Sermon has accepted a call 

to be the new minister of High 

Cross Church, Camberley, 

Surrey and will be moving at the 

end of October. So please keep 

him, his wife, Ruth, and their 

son, Quinn, in your prayers as 

well as Pam Knott as she and 

the rest of the church manage 

without their minister. 

VIVA ITALIA 
An Evening of Wine Tasting 
with The Danbury Wine Circle 
Saturday 18

th
 October at 7 pm 

St. John’s Church Meeting 
Room Danbury 

Tickets £15 for wines and  crostini, 
coffee and Amaretto 

Tickets telephone 01245 
222733/222947 

In Aid of Danbury Parish Church  
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Science Corner:  
Penetrating Stuff 

Recently scientists measured the 

sun’s real time energy output by 

detecting and measuring 

neutrinos produced by nuclear 

reactions in the Sun. From this 

they were able to say that the 

Sun’s energy had not reduced at 

all in the last 100,000 years! That 

is good news for us! 100 years 

ago ordinary particles of light 

called photons were used to 

measure the Sun’s energy but 

photons normally take over 100, 

000 years to escape from the 

Sun’s interior! Neutrinos however 

take just eight minutes to get 

here! Funny old stuff these 

particles! 

 In short therefore this shows that 

the sun is an enormous nuclear 

fusion plant according to 

Gianpaolo Bellini, one of the 

founders of the so called 

Borexdino Experiment.  

 Just a thought: neutrinos pass 

through ones hands at a rate of 

about 8 billion per second and 

we don’t feel a thing! Luckily they 

have no electric charge and 

almost zero weight! Our nuclear 

source, the Sun,  amazingly 

continues to burn up its fuel at a 

huge rate of about 4 billion 

kilograms per second but as it 

weighs in at 2X10
30

 kilograms  

(with 30 noughts after it),  this 

should last about 5 billion years-- 
so don’t panic yet!  

David Farrar 

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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Chelmsford Park & Ride 

From the initial concept to the 

present day, the development of 

the Park & Ride sites in 

Chelmsford have been a journey 

for staff, customers and local 

residents alike. 

For the Sandon 

site, once the plan 

had been 

submitted in 2005, 

an archaeological 

survey was carried 

out. Interesting discoveries were 

made demonstrating a heritage 

of occupation going back 

thousands of years. From the 

present day White House Farm 

with swimming pool, to 

occupation by the Celtic tribe 

known as the Trinovantes, to an 

early Bronze Age/late Iron Age 

farm with hedgerows and 

paddocks for animals. Alongside 

theses traces were associated 

burials of the farming families 

who had worked the land for 

almost 4000 years. We cannot 

confirm if the Farm Shop was 

trading during this period, 

however, you never know! 

Although none of the staff can 

remember the farm house first 

hand, there are local stories 

associated with it, including 

possible occupation of a 

builder’s yard. The site was 

originally called White House 

Farm Park & Ride and still has a 

connection to that building in the 

form of an outside garden brick 

wall under the line of old Oak 

Trees. 

Now in this 

modern era wind 

turbines are 

situated at both 

Chelmer Valley 

and Sandon sites 

and produce 

renewable energy. You can 

charge an electric car at both the 

Park & Ride sites, however you 

will need to register online with 

Source East first. We would like 

to point out, that there is no 

connection to the car charging 

rate and the speed of the wind 

turbine, as we are often asked. 

Both sites have been carefully 

designed and managed. As a 

result they have been awarded a 

number of accolades. The sites 

have been accredited with Park 

Mark – The Safer Parking Award 

and an HM Government Energy 

Performance Certificate rating of 

A+. In addition, the Chelmer 

Valley site has been accredited 

with four star, excellent, 

European Building Research 

Establishment Environmental 

Assessment Methodology 
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(BREEAM) for post construction 

assessment of sustainable 

buildings and Secured By 

Design (SBD) the official police 

security initiative. 

Every single day over 1400 

vehicles are removed from the 

City’s roads by those using the 

Park & Ride sites. These have 

been replaced with a clean, 

regular bus service into the heart 

of the city; it’s a journey being 

completed over 170 times a day. 

With capacity to support the 

growing demand for parking in 

Chelmsford, both Sandon and 

Chelmer Valley Park & Ride will 

continue to provide the high level 

of service its regular travellers 

have become accustomed to 

and we hope to continue to give 

that new excited feeling for the 

many first time families that use 

us. 

For more information on the Park 

& Ride sites, visit: 

www.essexhighways.org/

transport-and-roads/getting-
around/bus/park-and-ride.aspx 

David Marsh 

Chelmsford Park and Ride in 2010 

Image Copyright Terry Joyce. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic Licence. To 
view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, 171 Second 
Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA  
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Nigel Patrick Mills 
24

th
 July 1954 – 1

st
 August 2014 

Many friends and relations 

gathered in St Andrews to say 

farewell to Nigel who was born 

on the 24
th
 July 1954 at 

St John’s Hospital Chelmsford 

and soon proved himself to be a 

lively boy getting into the usual 

boys mischief. On his first day at 

school he came home at 

morning break time for his 

usual cup of coffee with 

mum. 

Apart from building 

and falling out of tree 

houses his exploits 

included boating in 

(and being rescued 

from) an old bath on 

the lake in the sand 

pit, and most famously 

riding round the village 

on an old tradesman’s 

bicycle with Terry, his dog in a 

box on the front plus his friend 

Graham’s pigeon. 

Later Nigel met Claire and they 

married in St Andrews and in 

due course Yasmin was born. 

Nigel was a loving father who 

gave his daughter a fun filled 

childhood. Unfortunately the 

marriage came to an end but 

Nigel kept in contact with her 

and they shared as many hours 

together as they could. 

Nigel was Manager of the 

Chelmsford Snooker Club and 

for a time acting manager of The 

Crown but whilst working at York 

University he met and married 

Janet. The marriage did not work 

out so he returned to Sandon to 

live with Mum. Latterly his health 

was not good and his condition 

gradually deteriorated. He is 

now at peace with the 

Lord, with his sister 

Jeanette and his dad. 

In the famous prayer,  
Lord, we give our 

loved one back to 

you, 
And just as you first 

gave Nigel to us, and 

did not lose Nigel in 

the giving, 
So we have not lost Nigel 

in returning him to you. 
For life is eternal. Love is 

immortal. 
Death is only a horizon 
And a horizon is nothing but the 

limit of our earthly sight. 
We hold Nigel close within our 

hearts and there he will remain 
To work with us throughout our 

lives until we meet again. Amen. 

Ian Underwood 
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A Storm in our Teacups 

A truly memorable garden party 

was held at Eileen Bartrup’s 

home on August 14
th
. It far 

exceeded the previous one held 

on an afternoon of drizzle last 

year.  
All started well in sunshine and 

then threatening clouds came, 

so the cream tea was served 

early. We had hardly finished 

when the heavens opened and 

the thunder and lightning came. 

Some of us squeezed under the 

gazebo but the canvas roof soon 

filled with great puddles. Julie 

Fisher braved the elements 

sporting a broom and soon 

relieved the pressure releasing 

the water on two sides. It was 

like sitting under Niagara Falls 

and most of us got somewhat 

wet. In true Wl style we rendered 

"Singing in the Rain“ but as the 

storm got closer we thought "For 

those in peril on the Sea" more 

appropriate. We had visions of 

press headlines of “Wl ladies 

struck by lightning" and what a 

wonderful headstone would be 

erected to commemorate the 

event. Meanwhile other 

members had taken shelter 

under the carport where 

unfortunately a sloping path had 

bought the water flooding in - 
back came the broom into action 

and dodging most feet the 

deluge was swept through and 

out into the garden. The storm 

lasted quite some time and 

consequently a resolution was 

made that Sandon Wl will have 

no more garden parties - we will 

see !!!  Pat Eden 
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Summer family BBQ 
31st August 2014 

What a lovely afternoon we had 

at the annual Family BBQ. 

Darren, Kate, 

Harvey and myself 

went in convoy with 

the Read Family 

together with our 

arms full of chairs, 

cool boxes filled with 

bottles of what we 

fancied, tokens of 

chocolate rice 

crispie cakes and a 

Jamie Oliver pasta 

salad to share with 

everyone. 
Firstly, we were 

greeted by Richard 

& Judy Cecil, the 

ticket collectors, who 

were also busy 

selling raffle tickets, 

and ,thereafter, 

received a warm 

welcome from the 

local folks of Sandon 

to enjoy a tasty BBQ 

held in the grounds 

of St. Andrews 

Church. 
Hoorah! The 

weather was on our 

side with Dennis 

Terry waving 

through a cloud of 

smoke while cooking 

up a fantastic BBQ of Piri-Piri 

Chicken, sausages and burgers.  

There was also Janet Terry with 

Christine Farrar serving 

scrummy pasta and baked pots. 

David Farrar was 

making sure 

everyone was 

happy, fed, and 

even presented 

second helpings for 

good behaviour! 

(Darren says a 

huge thank you to 

Christine Farrar for 

saving a portion of 

apple crumble!) 
At last I had the 

opportunity of 

personally meeting 

our Priest, Terry 

Brown, who not 

only was a pleasure 

to sit with during 

our banquet but I 

learnt that he 

originally came 

from my old neck of 

the woods. We 

shared stories with 

lots of memories 

from the days of the 

Tiny Tots club that 

Gill, Alison, the 

children and I 

helped set up to get 

the next generation 

attending the 

Church on a regular 
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Wednesday afternoon. The 5 

very contented kids. Sorry Kate, 

3 Teenagers as the majority now 

attend Sandon School. 
It was great to see the children 

playing as old as they are. 

Reminiscing just like the old 

days, climbing the trees, 

laughing and playing hide & seek 

behind the grave stones. 
After a few hours of relaxation 

and conversation flowing we 

realised that all good things must 

come to an end so it was time to 

drink up, wash up, clear up and 

put away with Pam, Christine 

Mennie and Judy and leave the 

Church and grounds as we 

found them with full bellies and a 

good nights‘ sleep. 

Pauline Chaplin 
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Mid Essex Quakers 
Forgiveness What does it mean? 

A day to discuss this issue with ourselves and our Speakers 

Saturday 18
th
 October 2014 10 am to 4 pm 

Chelmsford Quaker Meeting House 
Rainsford Road CM1 2QL 

Registration and Coffee from 9:30 am 

There will be opportunities for Q & A sessions with our Speakers as well 
as small group discussions. Coffee, tea and lunch provided. Donations 

welcome on the day. For further information and to register contact: 
forum@midessexquakers.org.uk or 01376 510391 

Speakers 
Ray and Vi Donovan 

(from the Christopher Donovan Trust) 
and 

Laura Shipler-Chico 
(QPSW East Africa programme leader) 
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A Correspondence with 
the Bishop of Marsabit 

14
th
 August 

Dear Bishop Rob, 
I don't think the PCC have met 

till this week since your visit to 

Sandon. Thank you for coming to 

Sandon. It was good to meet 

both you and Sue. 
The Sandon PCC on Monday 

agreed to raise the funds for 

purchasing a motor bike for 

Rev Joshua. We hope to do so 

by the end of the year. I have yet 

to discuss the mechanics of 

sending you the money with our 

Treasurer but will suggest that I 

send it through the arrangement 

that we use currently. 
We have in mind a time scale till 

Christmas time. So I hope this 

will allow you to press on with 

this project. 
With our ongoing support, 
Richard 

Dear Richard, 
This is great news. I was literally 

trying to switch my internet onto 

the Orange modem, since 

safaricom is so poor, in order to 

email you about Joshua's m/

cycle, and there was your email 

to me! 
Thank you so much for agreeing 

to underwrite the purchase of a 

m/cycle for Joshua. We are 

missing £1000 as we already 

have other funds towards it. I will 

start organising the purchase 

when I am next in Nairobi. 

Joshua is currently on study 

leave until the end of August, 

doing a BD Recess programme 

at Kabare, where all our clergy 

are trained. 
What is your budget? Just 

suppose you over raise, can I 

use the balance either towards 

the Kargi women's group income 

generation project of a posho 

mill, cost about £1600, or a 

computer for Joshua (NB or get 

second hand in UK and we can 

collect it somehow when back 

early October for our son's 

wedding)? 
Kargi is currently suffering from 

famine because of drought - no 

rains forecast until end October - 
so it is tough out there and your 

church support for them is 

brilliant. We have just received 

your latest quarterly payment on 

August 5
th
 of Kenyan shillings 

66259.20 (about £450) towards 

Joshua/James and Marsalino's 

salaries. 
It was great to meet up with you, 

Terry and everyone, and please 

accept our thanks for your 

support. 
+Rob 

Answers: 1. lightning  2. red & amber 
3. Christmas 4. yellow 5. night 

6. exam success 7. fore or Christian names 
8. Judges 9. Easter 10. pride. 
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Parish Person 

Full name: Gillian Frances 

Speakman 
Known as: Gillian 
When did you arrive in 

Sandon? In 1959 
What was the reason you 

came? I married a local farmer, 

Tony Speakman, of Sandon 

Lodge. 
Did you have any ambitions as 

a child? Yes, to be a farmer. 
Do they remotely resemble 

anything you do now? Yes 
What one life lesson do you 

feel you have learned? Too 

much money can spoil people. 
How did you become a 

Christian? My parents were 

both Christian. 
What do you like about 

Sandon Church? I love the 

East Window and where I 

normally sit can see my first 

marital home and the room my 

four boys were born in – that’s 

very special. 
What do you hope for the 

future? Peace 
Outgoing or shy? Outgoing 
Coffee or tea? Definitely 

coffee but it has to be good! 
What life experiences have 

been most special for you? 

Having all my family at home 

(Sandon Place). 
A film that has moved you? 

Bambi - I will never forget it and 

vowed (aged 4) never to see it 

again – so my boys missed out! 
A book that has moved you? 

River God by Wilbur Smith. 
What is your favourite part of 

the Bible? I don’t really have 

one but I love the parables. 
What quality do you most 

value in another person? 

Good manners 
What kind of behaviour do you 

find most difficult to tolerate? 

Bad manners and cruelty to man 

and beasts. 
Night or morning person? 

Definitely morning. 
Which season do you prefer? 

Autumn – the colours are 

wonderful. 
A moment when you felt the 

presence of God? Good Friday 

at St Paul’s Church, Clacton 
Favourite hymn? For the 

beauty of the Earth 
Do you believe religion and 

politics should be kept 

Gillian with her dog Bobbie 
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separate? Yes – they both 

cause trouble. 
Do you have friends from 

other faiths? Yes 
Something you are looking 

forward to? A long and healthy 

life and seeing my great grand 

children married. 
If you could donate a large 

sum to a charity which would 

you choose? Asthma 

Research 
If you could save one thing 

that you own from a fire, what 

would it be? My dogs and 

Bernard if he was around. 
What advice would you give to 

an 18 year old? A lot! With 

honesty, work hard and play hard. 
What moment of your life 

would you most like to relive? 

We were bombed out in the War 

so returning to our home after 2 

years was special. 

What age would you most like 

to be? Early forties. 
Any special interests? I enjoy 

both watching and playing tennis 

and most country pursuits. 

Plot to Pot 
‘‘In my garden there is a large 

place for sentiment. My garden 

is also my garden of thoughts 

and dreams. The thoughts grow 

as freely as the flowers, and the 

dreams are as beautiful.’ Abram 

L Urban 
Sweet Peas - Lathyrus odoratus  
Flower Meaning - Blissful 
pleasure 
Sweet peas are one of the 

nation’s favourite summer 

flowers and are available in a 

wide range of delicate shades 

and have an intense sweet 

fragrance..  The colour range 

includes white, cream, lilac, 

purple, pink and burgundy. They 

are a good climber for the flower 

or vegetable patch. They can be 

grown over arches and tepees. 

They are a popular bridal flower 

and look beautiful in small 

bunches in plain and simple 

vases. 
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The seeds of sweet peas are 

best sown in the autumn. They 

form good quality roots that will 

flower earlier next year than 

those planted in the spring. The 

plants should be larger and 

stronger too.  
Plant the seeds in pots deep or 

modules to allow deep roots to 

develop. There is some debate 

as to the best way to prepare the 

seed for sowing. I have had most 

success by soaking the seeds 

overnight in cold water. Other 

methods include chipping a 

small notch in the hard seed coat 

or simply planting without any 

preparation whatsoever.  Fill 

sufficient 9cm/3inch pots (2 

seeds) or module (1 seed per 

cell) for the number of seeds you 

wish to sow with potting 

compost. Place them in a tray 

filled with water and allow the 

compost to soak up the water 

from the base. Do not be 

tempted to push the pots down 

to save time! Push the sweet 

pea seeds into the surface of the 

compost at a depth of about 

2cm/1 inch. Cover the pots with 

newspaper. This will maintain the 

moisture and warmth and keep 

the light out to improve 

germination. Check the 

germination often over the next 

few days.  
Once the seeds have 

germinated they will prefer a 

cooler environment. Once there 

are three or four pairs of leaves, 

it will be necessary to pinch out 

the growing tips to make the 

plants develop vigorous side 

shoots rather than one long 

stem. 
The sweet pea plants will 

overwinter successfully in a cold 

frame, cold greenhouse and on 

the window ledge of a light 

potting shed. Check them 

regularly and water as 

necessary. Pinch out the side 

shoots again if they become too 

straggly.  
The plants will be ready to plant 

out in the garden once the milder 

weather appears in March to 

April. They will need space so 

avoid the temptation to 

overcrowd. Feed the plants once 

they start to flower with tomato 

feed. Pick often and the plants 

will continue producing for a 

longer period. Enjoy the picked 

flowers rather than wait and 

deadhead a few days later.  

There will always be more in 

flower the next day and will be a 

pleasure rather than a chore. 
The modern sweet pea was 

developed in Shropshire by a 

nurseryman called Henry 

Eckford in 1887. Since then 

hundreds of beautiful varieties 

have been cultivated. 
Lesley Worboys 

Sandon Parish Magazine October 2014 Page 27 

31st October 
All Hallow’s Eve 

Many customs are linked with 

this day – most of them because 

this was the ‘day before’. To the 

Celts it was the day before 

winter and the New Year officially 

began. In later years it became 

the day before, or eve of, the 

Christian festival of All Hallows, 

or All Saints’ Day. 
The Eve of All Hallows (Hallow’s 

Eve gradually became the word 

‘Halloween’) was the day for 

driving out evil – which makes it 

seem very strange now that 

some people ‘celebrate’ 

Halloween by dressing up as 

witches and monsters and 

having special parties.  
Wouldn’t it be better for us as 

Christians to celebrate by 

dressing up as angels and saints 

rather than as ghosts and 

devils? 
 
Answers on page 23 

Before & After 

The answer to these questions 

are either ‘befores’ or ‘afters’U 
What comes before thunder? 
What comes after red on traffic 

lights? 
What comes after Advent? 
What comes before green in the 

colours of the rainbow? 
What comes after dusk? 
What comes after revision? 
What comes before a surname? 
What book comes before the 

Book of Ruth in the Bible? 
What comes after Lent? 
According to the proverb, what 

comes before a fall? 

Why did the angel lose her 

job? 
She had harp failure. 

How do angels greet each 

other? 
They say ‘Halo’. 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Revd. Terry Brown* 
tgabrown@hotmail.com 

698988 

Church Wardens Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Valerie Grimwood, 
Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

2
nd

 Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesdays  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer (2
nd

 & 4
th
 Weds)) 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 
Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 


